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For Immediate Release 

GREAT GROWN-UP SPELLING BEE SET FOR SEPTEMBER 17

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla., (July 30, 2009) — It’s time for the summer’s most fun and entertaining event - the 
Literacy Coalition’s annual Great Grown-Up Spelling Bee takes place on Thursday, September 17, beginning 
at 6 p.m. at the Harriet Himmel Theater at CityPlace. Back for the 18th year, the Great Grown-Up Spelling 
Bee will no doubt be another intense, grueling and nerve-wracking spelling competition and all around fun for 
everyone. Money raised from the Bee benefits the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County and its programs 
serving the community from Boca Raton to Jupiter and west to Belle Glade. The public is invited to attend and 
“Bee-watch” for free as teams compete to be Queen Bee.

As an added treat this year, one of the teams will be composed of three local mayors: Rita Ellis of Delray 
Beach, Tom Wenham of Wellington and a third to be named later. Darlene Kostrub, executive director of the 
Palm Beach County Literacy Coalition, explains that the mayors’ participation is an outgrowth of the literacy 
coalition’s Mayors’ Initiative. “This is a tremendously exciting year,” Kostrub said, “especially because we have 
the support of so many local mayors and cities to move literacy to the top of their communities’ priorities.” 

In addition to the Mayoral Team, Corporate teams consisting of three people will compete for the coveted first 
place trophy while helping to raise awareness of literacy efforts in Palm Beach County. Trophies also will be 
awarded for second and third place. The cost for a team is $1,000 and includes a table for 8 (three team mem-
bers and five additional guests), one mulligan that may be used to redeem one incorrect spelling, and food and 
beverages. For those who can’t take the heat of having to spell, companies and individuals may purchase letters 
of the alphabet for $300 to highlight their company, honor a loved one or simply have exclusive rights to “own” 
a letter of the alphabet. All proceeds from the letters benefit the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County.

Buzzby Book Bee, the Coalition’s mascot will, once again, be on hand to entertain the teams and the audience. 
There also will be an audience participation game where one lucky person will receive a special prize for guess-
ing the correct spelling of a list of words.

Last year’s Great Grown-Up Spelling Bee raised more than $44,000, the most ever in the Bee’s history. The 
team from Palm Beach Community College (PBCC) took the top honor after successfully spelling “Edulcorate” 
and beating out more than 20 other teams to be declared the winners in 2008.

About the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County 

It is estimated that 1 in 7 adults in Palm Beach County function at the lowest level of literacy and approximately 
one -third of fourth -grade students cannot read at grade level. The Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County is 
committed to promoting and achieving literacy for adults, children and families. For more information about the 
Literacy Coalition, its programs or to sign up a corporate team for the Spelling Bee, please contact the Coalition 
office, 1-800-273-1030.
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